Similarly, it is often m·1sleodingly claimed that marine mammal
exhibits serve a valuable conservation function. In reality, fewer
than 5 to l O percent of zoos, dolphinaria, and aquaria ore
involved in substantial conservation programs and the majority
of marine mammals currently being bred in captivity ore neither
threatened nor endangered. In fact. most captive-breeding
programs simply ensure o supply of animals for display or
trade, creating in many coses a growing number of surplus
animals consisting of individuals with questionable genetic
backgrounds. It would appear that for dolphinario and aquaria
to state that they are actively involved in conservation is little
more than a marketing tool or a way to justify imports of
animals - particularly because the overwhelming majority of
marine mammal species currently being bred in captivity is
neither threatened nor endangered, including bottlenose
dolphins that make up the majority of marine mammals in
captivity
In recent years, films such as 'Blockfish' or 'The Cove', as well
as several books, have exposed the grove welfare,
conservation and health and safety concerns inherent to the
captive cetacean industry and gained unprecedented
worldwide public attention. The global outcry has led to some
corporations severing their ties with key leaders in the cetacean
entertainment industry, such as SeaWorld, which also suffered
financial losses through lower visitor numbers, and which
ultimately announced an end to their orco breeding program in
2016 and hos subsequently de-emphasized orca shows in its
advertising. The controversy also led to new legislation that
bans the breeding of orcos for entertainment purposes in
California. with federal bills orooosed in the US and Canada.

Fewer than 5 to 10% of
zoos, dolphinaria, and
aquaria are involved in
substantial conservation
programs

Across the world several seaside sanctuaries for areas, belugas
and dolphins ore in development that aim to provide a much
improved environment for captive cetaceans - acknowledging
that any enclosure will always remain a for cry from a full life in
their natural habitat. In addition, we ore o long way from being
able to suggest that seaside sanctuaries are o scalable solution
for the thousands of cetaceans currently in captivity. The
majority of these animals have been held captive for most or all
of their lives and therefore, while it may be possible for some
individuals cons·1gned to sanctuaries to eventually return to the
wild, many of the residents would not be released and would
require life-time core. The involvement of some former public
display facilities in such sanctuary development, and
importantly the increasing public rejection of the unacceptable
practices of keeping marine mammals in captivity in the first
place gives a glimmer of hope to see cetaceans and other
marine mammals being respected and protected in the wild where they belong
World Animal Protection, AWi, and other animal protection
groups maintain that o plethora of information is available
clearly indicat'ing that marine mammals do not cope well with
captivity and it is impossible for marine mammals to thrive, not
just survive, in such conditions. Toking animals from the wild or
breeding animals in captivity for the purpose of human
entertainment, despite the inherent suffering it causes for the
individuals, raises serious ethical concerns. Morine mammals
ore denied freedom and autonomy and their captive
environments provide a stressful life which has nothing in
common with the life for which they evolved and adopted.
Furthermore, the public display industry con not be justified on
the grounds of conservation or education value. The report
concludes that it should be unacceptable for these animals to
be held in captivity for the purpose of public display throughout
the world. For marine mammals - such as cetaceans whose
intelligence appears at least to match that of the great opes
and perhaps of human toddlers (they ore sell-aware and
capable of abstract thinking) a life in captivity is simply no life
at all.
Below: Dolphins are kept captive in small pens or p ools where tourists can
interact with them. Credit: World Animal Protection/ Andi Sucirta
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We are World Animal Protection.
We end the needless suffering of animals.
We influence decision makers to

p ut

animals on the global agenda.

We hel p the world see how im p ortant animals are to all of us.
We ins p ire p eo p le to change animals' lives for the better.
We move the world to

p rotect

animals.

Contact us
World Animal Protection
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